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Uniting our hearts in

Educating, encouraging and equipping women to pray, listen, learn, grow and give.
“The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those
who are crushed in spirit.” –PSALM 34:18

R

eading the statistics surrounding the violence against
women and girls can be overwhelming. I am always
astonished to hear the stories of the abuse that
terrorizes these women and girls. With all the resources and
help available from private and public organizations, not to
mention from churches and mission organizations, why are
so many of our sisters still suffering physical and emotional
violence at the hands of abusers?
According to the United Nations, globally there are 243
million women and girls aged 15 to 49 who have been
subjected to sexual and/or physical violence by an intimate
partner in the past 12 months. This statistic isn’t from years
ago and doesn’t combine multiple years; it’s been happening
around the world in just the past 12 months!
The lockdown in half the world leaves little room for
women to find hope when they are trapped in a home with
an abuser. It’s painful to live in that environment, and it’s
painful to hear the stories of women just surviving every
day to find a little glimmer of hope.
I’m always intrigued with the behavior that influences fights and
quarrels, as I have experienced many situations of violence in my
own life. It’s why the question is asked and answered in the book
of James: “What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t
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they come from your desires that battle within you? You desire
but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what
you want, so you quarrel and fight” (James 4:1-2).
Isn’t there some truth to what James is saying? We want
something and can’t have it, so we fight. We have desires that
battle within us, and when we can’t satisfy a desire or get what
we want, or we can’t get people to do what we say, we fight. Yet
we as Christians are to satisfy our desires by asking God with
right motives and humility and then leaving the outcome in his
hand (James 4:3). Taking a stand for justice, however, is an issue
for another discussion, and we can take such a stand with love
and respect, knowing that God is also a God of justice (Isa. 30:18).
I find that I have peace in the difficult and dark moments
of my life when I repent of my pride and live in humble
surrender to God’s ways and his Word. It is not easy and
takes a lot of time, discipline and humble sharing with
trusted friends. When we do this, we can grow in the truth
that God is near and believe that we are not alone!
Check out “Exploring Hope Today” in this issue for some
additional personal thoughts on this topic.
In him our hearts rejoice.

Dr. Peggy Banks • Global Ministry Director, TWR Women of Hope
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SEPTEMBER
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
1. Father, heal the victims of violence and
rape so they may find joy in life and build
healthy families of their own. Reveal to
them that you, their Creator, see their pain,
grieve with them and offer healing to them.
(Ps. 147:3)
2. Lord, we pray that the women and girls
of Bonaire will not become entangled
with those who lead them to a culture of
violence. (Ps. 140:5)
3. Lord, we pray for change within the
cultures of Tanzania that still practice
female genital mutilation (FGM). Bring
encouragement to those pioneers who
work tirelessly to end this practice.
4. Lord, we pray that violence and sexual
abuse encouraged via internet use will
diminish as TWR Women of Hope urges
Romanian parents to be aware and
monitor their children’s time online.
(Prov. 2:11)
5. God, please give wisdom to the
Indonesian National Commission on
Violence Against Women as it seeks to
prevent violence and defend women’s
human rights. (Job 12:13)
6. Father, we know that children who
grow up with domestic violence are more
likely to become adult abusers. We pray
that parents would love their children

and discipline them in a godly manner.
(Ps. 34:11)
7. We praise you, God, that FGM is illegal in
Finland and that only 0.2% of high school
girls report this being done to them. Pray
that the ethnic groups that still practice it
would stop.
8. Father, we thank you that many women
are coming forward in China to share their
experiences of abuse. We pray for God’s
justice to be accomplished and for his
deep comfort and healing to be upon the
victims. (2 Cor. 1:3)
9. We praise you, God, for the new
Ukrainian law that now prosecutes
those who commit violence against their
relatives. (2 Thess. 3:3)
10. Lord, bring salvation and freedom to
Polish men addicted to alcohol, drugs and
pornography. Break the cycle of rape and
violence done to their families and bring
healing to them all. (Ps. 18:2)
11. Lord, give courage to the victims of
rape in India to report the crime even
if they know the offender. May families
fully support these girls and women who
are suffering, and may the guilty be held
accountable. (Ps. 5:10)
12. Domestic violence and abuse
dramatically increased worldwide during
the COVID-19 lockdown. From women
trapped at home with their abusive
partners, South African centers received

triple the number of calls usually logged.
Father, provide for ways of escape and
healing. (Ps. 68:20)
13. Lord, help TWR Women of Hope clearly
share with women that they are valuable
and have worth in your eyes. Many women
believe they are to blame and deserve the
violence they suffer. (Ps. 91:14)
14. Lord, we pray for an end to domestic
violence in Albania, where 50 percent of
the women have experienced it. Along with
violence, the women in rural areas also
face stigma, isolation, social exclusion and
lack of opportunities.
15. God, awaken your church to support
the victims of domestic violence and rape
who often have no one to help them.
“Speak up for those who cannot speak for
themselves, for the rights of all who are
destitute” (Prov. 31:8).
16. Lord, we pray that people in Germany
would become aware of FGM through the
TWR Women of Hope prayer calendar. May
they pray for an end of this rite and offer
support to relief organizations.
17. Lord, we pray for an end to rape in
Liberia, where 1 in 10 children and women
have experienced it. Strengthen the
victims, Father, and protect them from evil.
18. God, may Korean parents discipline
their children with wisdom and not
resort to violence. “Fathers, do not
exasperate your children; instead, bring
them up in the training and instruction of
the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).
19. Lord, we pray that men and fathers
in Uruguay would not be violent toward
their wives and children but instead be
protectors of them. (2 Cor. 13:11)
20. We praise you, Lord, that perpetrators
are being arrested in Indonesia when girls
report being raped by their relatives. May
this give courage for girls and women to
report these crimes. (Ps. 32:7)
21. Lord, we pray for the healing and
protection of the 1 in 4 Bulgarian women
who suffer violence. We pray for the
financing of crisis centers that help women
and children escape this abuse. (Ps. 72:14)

22. Father, we pray for the women of
Côte d’Ivoire who are experiencing
domestic violence. May there be dramatic
improvements in the administrative and
legal systems to ensure support to those in
need. (Ps. 7:9)
23. Father, our hearts cry out for women
and children suffering from abuse, living
with the risk of losing their lives. They often
do not seek help, because they see no
place to where they can escape. (Ps. 69:29)
24. Father, we thank you that a high-profile
rape case in China has sparked national
outrage, leading to calls for change in
a legal system that does not prosecute
high-ranking individuals. May victims be
convicted, and may social stigma cast on
victims be eliminated. (Prov. 24:24-25)
25. Lord, we ask that governments will
step up the fight against gender-based
violence in African countries where
domestic violence occurs in the intimacy
of the family circle. The law will not often
interfere in this private area.
26. In France, a woman dies every three
days at the hands of her partner. The
government televises an SOS number to
call, but often the partner is only given a
warning. May women be taken seriously
when they contact someone for help
before it is too late.
27. Father, would you give your daughters
in Uruguay great discernment about
choosing husbands who will love and
protect them instead of beating or killing
them. (Eph. 5:28)
28. Lord, give mothers an attentive and
protective spirit and courage to speak out
when they learn that their daughters are
being raped and violated by relatives and
friends. (Ps. 12:7)
29. Father, we pray for justice for the poor,
uneducated and lower-caste people in
Nepal. In cases of violence, they often lack
a voice, the ability to afford an attorney
and a fair government trial. (Ps. 72:4)
30. Father, use the Women of Hope
programs that discuss violence against
women as a means to bring real help,
hope and healing to victims.

HIDDEN TREASURES – A TOOL FOR TRANSFORMATION
Hidden Treasures brings hope in Jesus
to women trapped in prostitution. It
uses media to share relevant, real-life
stories that promote conversations
leading to transformation.
Although the Hidden Treasures
audio dramas have been produced
in English and many other European
and Asian languages, the ultimate
goal is to increase the translations and
produce a tool to be used globally in
the ministry of TWR Women of Hope.
Productions in several additional
languages are in various stages of
development for all the TWR Women
of Hope ministry regions.
Through the European Freedom
Network and other conferences and
partnerships, the Hidden Treasures
audio dramas are distributed
to organizations that develop
relationships with women trapped
in prostitution. Since 2018 more than
1,000 digital devices containing the
dramas have been given out to over
50 anti-trafficking organizations in
Europe, Africa and Asia.
Early in 2019, Dr. Peggy Banks,
director of TWR Women of Hope,
organized a Hidden Treasures Task
Force to raise awareness, expand
the impact and develop additional
content to help women coming out
of prostitution find a deeper walk
with God. One development that
resulted from this group is the new
hishiddentreasures.com website,
which houses the European-language
versions of this resource.

OCTOBER
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
1. Lord, give wisdom to the Hidden
Treasures Task Force as it develops
additional content that would lead women
who leave prostitution into a deeper walk
with you. (Prov. 2:6)

The Task Force knew that there
needed to be multiple ways to
get the content into the hands of
trafficked women. The development
of the website makes the Hidden
Treasures dramas available to
anyone anywhere. The site offers an
email address that the women can
use to reach out for help and care.
When TWR Women of Hope receives
an email, the ministry connects the
sender with an organization familiar
with her language and culture to
answer questions and support her.
Our partners get to know each
survivor of this terrible trade. They
listen to her and love her. They offer
the Hidden Treasures tool as a way to
work through a transition to new life
in Jesus.
“The most important work and key
for Hidden Treasures is prayer,” said
Eeva Vähäsarja, TWR Women of
Hope regional coordinator for Europe
and CAMENA.* “It is our foundation.”
Would you join us in praying for the
ministry of Hidden Treasures? Pray
that God would provide direction
for future ministry, for effective
teamwork and partnerships, and
for trafficked women to find their
freedom and restoration in Jesus.
* Central Asia, Middle East, North Africa

2. Father, we pray for the salvation and
transformation through the power of
Jesus Christ of all those involved in
human trafficking. (Isa. 56:1)
3. Father, give us eyes to see trafficking
occurring around us, voices to speak
up and courage to get involved in helping
to bring an end to this wickedness.

4. Lord, may refugees in Romania be kept
safe from trafficking and slavery. Move
in the hearts of Christians to offer them
friendship and love. (Rom.12:10)
5. We pray for training and job creation for
the poor in Indonesia. May families stop
sending their daughters abroad as illegal
immigrant workers, which often entangles
them in human trafficking. (Ps. 144:11)
6. Father, help women escaping North Korea to be led to safety and not be deceived
by brokers and sold to brothels. (Exod. 19:4)
7. Lord, we pray for the Chinese authorities
to play an active role in ending human
trafficking and bringing all perpetrators
to justice. Please deliver the victims
from those who enslave them.
8. God, we pray for the 230,000 victims
of trafficking in Ukraine who have been
lured into “lucrative” work, only to have
their passports confiscated, to be forced
to work without pay and to live in fear for
their lives. (Ps. 31:2)
9. Lord, thank you that Hidden Treasures is
being translated into many new languages.
Use this instrument to show women in
prostitution that they can have hope and
a future.
10. Father, protect Polish children from
kidnapping and trafficking. “They cast
lots for my people and traded boys for
prostitutes; they sold girls for wine to
drink” (Joel 3:3).
11. God, rescue the children of Nepal who
are not being given an education but are
being sold as house slaves and tortured by
their captors. (Ps. 25:20)
12. Lord, let the authorities, social organizations and churches warn young people
about the schemes of trafficking. May
those who are enslaved regain their freedom and receive healing. (Jer. 17:14)
13. Father, we pray that young Indian girls
would be valued and protected in their
families. Guard them from forced marriage
or being sold through brokers.

14. We pray for victims of trafficking, slavery and forced marriage, the last of these
ordeals forming a part of some traditions
or religions in South Africa. Bring change
in the hearts of leaders, Father, and may
girls find a way of escape. (Ps. 34:22)
15. We pray for young, innocent girls who
are used as “carriers” of drugs and as sex
slaves without realizing what they are
involved in. This happens after the girls
are raped, and fear prevents them from
alerting anyone. (Ps. 44:26)
16. Lord, may poor Indonesian parents value their daughters and not encourage them
to choose prostitution to escape poverty.
17. God, open our eyes to the people in
our own workplaces and churches who
are victims of trafficking. May we reach out
in love, listening carefully and having the
Holy Spirit guide us in how to free them. (I
John 4:21)
18. Praise God that Finnish intercessors
are supporting the production of Hidden
Treasures in Hindi and Russian via TWR’s
national partner Sansa. The production is
now available in nine languages and used
as a tool to help sex-trafficking victims.
19. We pray for the human-trafficking
“masters” who control others. Father, help
them see their wickedness and grant them
repentance. You alone have the wisdom to
change hearts that are spiritually confused,
are following harmful tradition or are
religiously misinformed.

trafficked women. Believers frequently
judge these women, who find it hard to
adopt to a new lifestyle.
23. Father, we pray for an end to the entire
modern slave trade in France, including
sexual exploitation, domestic slavery,
sweatshop workers and minors forced to
work as thieves to help criminal
organizations. (Prov. 14:31)
24. May women working in prostitution in
Germany be able to escape with the help
of governmental assistance and the godly
guidance of the TWR Women of Hope
Hidden Treasures series.
25. May Liberian parents keep their
children safe and not give them up to
others who promise to provide the children
an education. Many of these children are
being sold into trafficking.
26. Father, open the eyes of Bulgarians
to see the problem of human trafficking.
May public-information campaigns,
employment and other prevention activities
be tools to protect potential victims from
these life-threatening mistakes. (Prov. 2:12)
27. We pray, Lord, that all victims of
human trafficking in Côte d’Ivoire will have
their human dignity restored so they
may rediscover the joy of womanhood.
28. Lord, we pray for the freeing of the
18,000 women in France’s commercial sex
trade, many of whom were forced into
prostitution. (Ps. 143:9)

20. Pray for South Korea to properly create
human-trafficking laws in accordance with
international standards. Lord, protect
those who are physically and mentally
disabled so they are not sexually exploited
or pressed into forced labor. (Ps. 43:1)

29. Father, set the foreigners free in France
who are enslaved and forced to beg for
money, often using children to make
people feel sorry for them. They are beaten
by their bosses if they don’t receive enough
donations. (Ps. 9:9)

21. Lord, we pray for an end to trafficking
in Albania. This nation is a source, transit
and destination for men, women and
children subjected to forced labor and sex
trafficking, especially during the tourist
season. (Ps. 82:4)

30. Thank you, Lord, that Christians in
Uruguay are helping immigrants with food
and clothing. Deliver job seekers from the
wicked who would lead them into human
trafficking.

22. Lord, please give Christians great
motivation and grace to work with
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31. Lord, rescue the Nepalese girls who are
given in marriage to evil men, who then sell
them as prostitutes. (Ps. 17:13)
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STORY OF HOPE

Hope for
the hopeless

B

Bahar’s* story is all too familiar but no
less horrifying than those of so many
women forced into marriage. Her
father abused her, and then when she
became older, he forced her to marry
an older man.
“My husband was an alcoholic. He was
not working, and I had to work and
bring money home,” Bahar told the
TWR Women of Hope team. “When I
got pregnant, he beat me until the last
month. One day he beat me so badly that
I had to stay a few days at the hospital. It
caused my baby to come early.”
Like many women in her situation,
she lied to the police about what
happened because she was afraid
of the consequences. During her
struggles, she found hope in an
unexpected place.
Bahar said, “There was a kind woman
in the same room at the hospital as
me. She was listening to the Women
of Hope programs. I asked her if she
was a Christian, and she said, ‘Yes.’
After I went home, I remembered your
program and started to listen.”
From the radio broadcasts, Bahar
heard about God and his love for her.
She heard practical information about
godly marriages and relationships.
She heard about the hope that comes
only from a personal relationship
with Jesus Christ. This is what Bahar
wanted in a relationship, and she gave
her life to Christ.
It is amazing to see how the actions
and testimony of one person can affect
another so dramatically. Jesus used
the Christian woman and the Women
of Hope radio broadcasts to lead one of
his frightened lost daughters safe into
the arms of her heavenly Father.
* Her name has been changed to protect her privacy.



Exploring Hope Today
Devotional thoughts from the director, Dr. Peggy Banks

“The heavens declare the glory
of God, and the sky above
proclaims his handiwork.”
–PSALM 19:1
Every day, I hear stories of
hopelessness and abuse, and I find
myself becoming more and more
discouraged yet determined. I’m
always praying for ways to bring hope
to women who are facing the pain and
brokenness of living with violence.
Recently, as I sat down in my favorite
chair on the beach very early in
the morning and waited, hoping to
witness God’s power in the sunrise, I
realized there were only dark clouds
on the horizon. I doubted that the
conditions would change in this
sunrise and allow an opportunity to
see God’s light for a new day.
My heart became very heavy, and I
just wanted to leave and go about
my tasks for the day. Yet I didn’t
want to miss a message of hope God
may have had for me that morning. I
waited and watched and waited some
more. It seemed like forever, and I was
seeing the clouds and sky only grow
darker in front of me.
Frustrated, I stood up and began
to walk away from finding hope
in the darkness and instead made
up my mind to just deal with the
discouragement in my heart. Then
suddenly, I noticed a very small
glimmer of light shining through the
top of the dark clouds.

In my counseling over the years, I
have encouraged women to wait and
believe that God is there in the midst
of our dark days and difficult struggles.
He is doing something new even when
we do not see his work. However,
there are times when we may already
know the truth, but God still has a way
of revealing his love to us again and
again – through creation, the Bible, his
people – as we are losing our hope.
This darkness is something women
face on a daily basis when they
are being bullied, verbally abused,
manipulated or even beaten. Violence
against women is never something
we should overlook or support. God
hates an angry man, and if we keep
rescuing those who are hurting us and
keeping us from being all that God
wants us to be, we will have to do it
over and over again (Prov. 19:19).
I know it is hard, but you can break
the cycle. His light is there to shine
through, even though the darkness
seems to last for days, months or
even years. Pray for courage to tell
someone what you are going through.
Contact us at TWR Women of Hope,
and we will help you get connected
with someone who can help you.
There is hope! There is a light of truth
inside you. You are special to God,
and you most definitely matter to
God and to the world we live in.
You are not alone!

I realized the light was there all along
but just covered by the darkness. In
the minutes ahead, the light became
brighter and brighter as I began to weep
and praise God for his faithfulness and
grace, yet I was saddened at my lack of
patience and belief.
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A word of hope
Encouragement from Inja Jeong,
Northeast Asia Regional Coordinator

M

ost women who escape from
North Korea into China are
willing to risk their lives
because they hear there is big money
to be made across the northern border.
Mija* fled from North Korea hoping that
if she worked hard for a year, she would
be able to make decent money to feed
her starving family and maybe even get
a chance to go to South Korea.
Her dream was shattered upon
arriving in China, however, where she
experienced the devastating reality of
being sold as a sex slave along with other
defectors. She said she was sold to a much
older Chinese man for about 20,000
yuan (roughly $2,800 U.S. dollars).
Teenage girls and married mothers are
among the women who escape from
North Korea only to be sold by human
traffickers. Younger people fetch higher
prices, but at the end of the day, those who
are sold get nothing. Truly, this is modernday slavery.
Eunsoo* was sold to a farming village
in China in her early 20s. She endured
over 10 years of being treated as a sex
slave before finally reaching South
Korea in 2008.

“My so-called husband, father-in-law and
brother-in-law took turns demanding to
have sex with me,” Eunsoo said. “I was
not a member of their family but just
their sex slave.”
Even though Mija and Eunsoo left their
slavery nightmares behind several
years ago, their hearts are still marked
with deep, unfaded scars. The issues
facing defectors from North Korea are
becoming increasingly complicated as
time passes.
Women like Mija and Eunsoo who
are living in China today are painfully
conflicted: Should they stay in China,
where they can maintain some contact
with their families in North Korea while
helping them financially? Or should they
strive to relocate in South Korea to create
a permanent home within their own,
freer culture but risk losing all contact
with their children and families?
For 18 years in a row, the U.S. State
Department’s Trafficking in Persons
Report has designated North Korea
as a Tier 3 country along with China,
Iran and Russia. Tier 3 countries are
described as not having made significant
efforts to comply with the report’s

VIOLENCE AGAINST
WOMEN & GIRLS
Emerging data shows that since
the outbreak of COVID-19,
violence against women and
girls, and particularly domestic
violence, has intensified.
INCREASED CASES of domestic
violence and demand for emergency
shelter have been reported in
Canada, Germany, the United
Kingdom and the United States.

minimum standards for the elimination
of human trafficking.
God created mankind in his own image.
He created them as distinct individuals,
with special plans for each and every
single one of them. Abhorrent sins like sex
slavery and human trafficking that ruin
these precious lives will incur God’s fury.
In the words of the prophet Isaiah, “You,
Lord, are our Father. We are the clay,
you are the potter; we are all the work of
your hand” (Isa. 64:8).
TWR Women of Hope creates and
distributes an audio drama called Hidden
Treasures to help women who are being
hurt by sexual violence. Please pray for
these women in pain to be able to find the
courage to break free from their bondage.
No one should own another human
being. No one should have the right
to buy and sell someone else. Let us
pray that the pain inflicted by human
trafficking will come to an end. Every
single person living in this world is
precious. Nothing in all creation can
separate us from the love and mercy of
God, and his love never changes.
* A pseudonym is used for security reasons.

30%

reports of domestic violence
in France since March 17

25%

emergency calls for
domestic violence in
Argentina since March 20

30%
33%

helpline calls in Cyprus

helpline calls in Singapore
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